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USF St. Petersburg to announce selection of Programs of Distinction
How students, faculty, and community leaders view USF St. Petersburg may change in
the near future.
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Academic programs designed to build upon areas of proven academic excellence and
strengths of existing programs at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg will be
announced as Programs of Distinction at 11:30 a.m. Friday, Dec. 13, 2002.
Dr. Ralph Wilcox, interim Vice President and Campus Executive Officer, will announce
the inaugural Programs of Distinction in a program at the Florida Center for Teachers.
The announcement is the result of a semester-long process during which faculty were
asked to submit proposals that will establish a focus on distinctive academic excellence.
Ten proposals were submitted. The chosen proposals will represent a substantive strategic
investment of resources as the campus makes a multi-million dollar investment in
academic support.
The Programs of Distinction will focus on how USF St. Petersburg can complement and
strengthen USF's role as a premier national urban Research 1 university, while offering
destination programs with options for students not offered elsewhere. The selection of
these Programs of Distinction underlines the campus missions, values, vision and goals,
and capitalizes upon the strengths and opportunities at USF St. Petersburg.
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"I am excited at the potential impact that the selected proposals show toward advancing
the campus in a variety of directions including contributing to a distinctive
academic/scholarly identity, strengthening undergraduate and graduate programs toward
achieving national and international excellence, supporting the rectuitment and retention
of nationally and internationally recognized faculty; enhancing the campus community
outreach missions; expanding the research profile of USF St. Petersburg and increasing

the campus external grant funding performance; and generating increasing public and
p1ivate support," Wilcox said. "The extent and breadth of these proposals is, indeed,
testimony to the fine work that has been going on at the University of South Flmida St.
Petersburg, and the immense opportunity that exists for continued academic growth."
The Florida Center for Teachers is located at the northwest comer of Sixth Avenue South
and Second Street South in downtown St. Petersburg. Parking will be available in Lot 16
immediately to the west of the building.
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